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ABSTRAK

Lutfia Nur Kharisma, 22CJ10022, Efektivitas Model Pembelajaran
Discovery Learning terhadap Peningkatan Kemampuan Berpikir Kritis dan
Kuriositas pada Siswa Sekolah Dasar, Cilacap. Fakultas Keguruan dan Ilmu
Pendidikan Universitas Nahdlatul Ulama Al Ghazali, Juni 2026.

Penelitian ini muncul karena rendahnya kemampuan berpikir kritis dan
kuriositas siswa kelas V pada pelajaran IPAS, khususnya materi rantai makanan di
SD Negeri Donan 06 Cilacap Tengah. Pembelajaran yang masih berpusat pada guru
membuat siswa tidak terlatih aktif dalam mengeksplorasi kemampuannya sendiri.
Dengan demikian, dibutuhkan model pembelajaran yang mampu meningkatkan
partisipasi aktif siswa seperti model pembelajaran discovery learning. Penelitian ini
bertujuan untuk: (1) mengetahui efektivitas model pembelajaran discovery learning
terhadap peningkatan kemampuan berpikir kritis siswa, (2) mengetahui efektivitas
model pembelajaran discovery learning terhadap peningkatan kuriositas siswa, dan
(3) mengetahui efektivitas model pembelajaran discovery learning terhadap
peningkatan kemampuan berpikir kritis dan kuriositas siswa secara simultan.

Penelitian ini adalah penelitian kuantitatif dengan pendekatan eksperimen
menggunakan desain nonequivalent control group design. Subjek penelitian
mencakup seluruh siswa kelas V sebanyak 58 siswa, terbagi menjadi 29 siswa kelas
eksperimen dan 29 siswa kelas kontrol, sehingga seluruh populasi dijadikan sampel
melalui teknik sampling jenuh. Pengumpulan data yang dilakukan menggunakan
tes untuk menilai berpikir kritis dan angket untuk menilai kuriositas.

Hasil penelitian menunjukkan rata-rata kemampuan berpikir kritis kelas
eksperimen meningkat dari 10,7586 menjadi 22,4138 dan lebih tinggi dibandingkan
kelas kontrol dari 7,5172 menjadi 17,7931. Demikian pula pada rata-rata kuriositas
yaitu meningkat dari 48,6207 menjadi 63,8276 pada kelas eksperimen lebih tinggi
dibandingkan kelas kontrol dari 46,0000 menjadi 55,2759. Hasil analisis MANOVA
memperoleh nilai signifikansi sebesar 0,000 < 0,05, yang menunjukkan adanya
pengaruh signifikan secara simultan. Berdasarkan hasil tersebut, dapat dinyatakan
bahwa model pembelajaran discovery learning efektif dalam meningkatkan
kemampuan berpikir kritis dan kuriositas siswa kelas V pada pembelajaran IPAS
materi rantai makanan.

Kata Kunci: Discovery Learning, Berpikir Kritis, Kuriositas, IPAS, Sekolah Dasar
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ABSTRACT

Lutfia Nur Kharisma, 22CJ10022, The Effectiveness of the Discovery
Learning Model in Improving Critical Thinking Skills and Curiosity of
Elementary School Students, Cilacap. Faculty of Teacher Training and
Education, Nahdlatul Ulama Al Ghazali University, June 2026.

This study was conducted due to the low level of critical thinking skills and
curiosity of fifth-grade students in the subject of Natural and Social Sciences
(IPAS), particularly on the topic of food chains at SD Negeri Donan 06 Cilacap
Tengah. The teacher-centered learning process has limited students’ opportunities
to actively explore their own abilities. Therefore, a learning model that can enhance
students’active participation, such as the discovery learning model, is needed. This
study aims to: (1) determine the effectiveness of the discovery learning model in
improving students’ critical thinking skills, (2) determine the effectiveness of the
discovery learning model in improving students’ curiosity, and (3) determine the
simultaneous effectiveness of the discovery learning model in improving both
critical thinking skills and curiosity.

This research is a quantitative study with an experimental approach using a
nonequivalent control group design. The subjects of the study were all fifth-grade
students totaling 58 students, consisting of 29 students in the experimental class
and 29 students in the control class; thus, the entire population was used as the
sample through a saturated sampling technique. Data were collected using tests to
measure critical thinking skills and questionnaires to measure curiosity.

The results showed that the average critical thinking score in the experimental
class increased from 10.7586 to 22.4138, which was higher than that of the control
class, which increased from 7.5172 to 17.7931. Similarly, the average curiosity
score increased from 48.6207 to 63.8276 in the experimental class, which was also
higher than the control class, which increased from 46.0000 to 55.2759. The
MANOVA analysis results obtained a significance value of 0.000 < 0.05, indicating
a significant simultaneous effect. Based on these findings, it can be concluded that
the discovery learning model is effective in improving fifth-grade students’ critical
thinking skills and curiosity in IPAS learning on the topic of food chains.

Keywords: Discovery Learning, Critical Thinking, Curiosity, IPAS, Elementary
School
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